
Love the Darkness 
2nd Sunday in Lent (Year C) 

March 13, 2022 
Fr. Tony Davis 

 
 On September 10, 1946, a 36-year-old Loreto nun had a vision as 
she traveled by train on her way to her annual retreat. In the vision, she 
heard the voice of Jesus ask her to go out into the streets and to follow 
him into the slums. A few years later, this same sister left the Loreto 
Sisters to found a new religious order, the Missionaries of Charity, and 
she took the name Mother Teresa. 
 
 Part of the significance of Mother Teresa is that she excelled in 
holiness, but revealed in her private letters that she didn’t feel God’s 
presence for much of her life as a Missionary of Charity or world-
renowned figure. Apart from the first few years of starting a new 
religious order, she lived most of her years in darkness. As recounted 
in her book Come Be My Light, she says, “the darkness is so dark and I 
am alone…Unwanted, forsaken…I have no faith…they think my faith, 
trust, and love are filling my very being and that the intimacy with God 
and union to His will must be absorbing my heart. Could they but 
know…how my cheerfulness is the cloak by which I cover the 
emptiness and misery.” (187) While some may see this as a sign that 
she wasn’t as holy as people thought, I see it as a confirmation of her 
holiness. That is because God works best within the context of 
darkness. 
 
 In our first reading today from Genesis 15, we heard the story of 
God establishing a covenant with Abraham and his descendants. This is 
a central moment in the history of the People of God, but notice the 



context. Immediately before the covenant, it says, “a trance fell upon 
Abraham, and a deep, terrifying darkness enveloped him.” It continues 
to tell us that the covenant happened “when the sun had set and it was 
dark.” The establishment of the covenant was literally surrounded by 
darkness. 
 

Then, in today’s Gospel from Luke 9, we heard the story of the 
Transfiguration. This moment was a great revelation of Jesus’ identity as 
the beloved Son of God. His glory appeared as ‘his face changed in 
appearance and his clothing became dazzling white.’ But notice the 
context. Immediately before this vision, Peter and his companions were 
sleepy and wanted to rest. Jesus just looked like an ordinary man to 
them. Then, after seeing Jesus briefly transfigured, the vision ended and 
Jesus darkened again. 

 
All of these holy people- Mother Teresa, Abraham, Peter, James 

and John- are examples of people who experienced darkness as the 
context for God to work. 

 
Holiness involves accepting the darkness of life. 

 
 Can I face the darkness of life or do I always try to look on the 
bright side as a way of avoiding it? How faithful am I to God in difficult 
moments? 
 
 As we continue with this mass, let us pray for the ability to see 
God still at work in the context of darkness. May we not fear the 
darkness, but like as Mother Teresa could finally write after 11 years 
into her religious life with the Missionaries of Charity, “I have come to 
love the darkness.” 


